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A BROOKLYN FAMILY BUILDS A DREAM
HOUSE AROUND A SCREENED~-IN PORCH.

By Niva Dorell | Fholographs by Karen Pearson
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After visiting friends upstate for vears, Susan Lobel, a New York
City-based corporate Lawver, and her husband Richaed, a marketing
executive, decided to buy & less-than-B00-square-foot weekend cottage
in Woodstock. Tt was a simple setup—two bedrooms, one bathroom, and
a big screened-in porch—and the Lobels and their two children loved it
But seven years later, the family found the cottage increasingly ceampesd,
50 the Lobels decided to tear the house down and rebuild on their plot of
land. But they were reluctant to part with their screened-in feont poech.

“The thing that came up over and over again,” explains their architect,
Brendan Coburn of CWE Architects in Beooklyn, “was that the original
cottage had a screen porch with a tall ceiling. That was their favorite part
of the house. [1t] became the hasis of the whale project.”

Coburn aleeady knew the Lobels well, having renovated thedr
Brooklvn Heights brownstone and visited the Woodstock property,
a0 e understood what mattered most to them. He designed the new
2. 700-sguare-foot howse around a 16-foot-by-24-foot all-cedar screened
poech, facing the bluestone ridge and cantilevered over the stream; today,
the porch holds a dining eoom table, couch, two chaies, and a woodstove
fior wae in fall and spring. Indoors, at the opposite end of the howse, the
living room’s fireplace mireors the poreh’s woodstove.

The Lobels nicknamed the family retreat Bug Acres, which, while
much heloved, is a "mosquito haven” admits Coburn.

The new screened porch, like the old one, is a place for the family to
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tall sereened-in poreh “When vou're upstate, its a constant influx of people corning and
became cantral to the gl . gathering and hanging out,” Susan Lobel savs, “That was really important,
design of the house. to have a good space for entertaining.”
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Living in harmony with nature was also high
om the Lobels’ list of requirements for the new
house. Bug Acres sits on six acres of woods
and wetlands, flanked by a small stream and a
hluestone ridge. “Our concept was really sort of a
mecdern farmbouse. We wanted to keep it simple,”
says Lobel.

Yet another priority was that the new house he
equally cozy and functional and include cormmunal
and individual spaces for the couple and their
childremn. Lastly, the Lobels wanted a house that
would eventually become their retivement home,
winere their children could wisit for vears to come,

The living and dining space has a 24-foot ceiling
and two walls of large windows. On the wall facing
west, toward the bluestone ridge, two vertically
stacked seven-foat-by-seven-foot windowpanes
allow for more sunlight during wintee. On the
adjacent wall, facing south toward the wide lawn
and marshy wetlands, is & six-foot-by-elght-foot
horizontal window and sliding glass doors to the
hackyard deck. Even ona clondy day, the first flooe
is Aocded with light

The space is decorabed with earth-tone
furnituee, including a stained white oak dining
talble by Emmanuel Delalain, a console by Wikd
Furniture Design, a couch from Design Within

Reach, two mideentury lounge chairs, and a
bleached maple bench/stool by Chris Lehrecke

in Hudson. Throughout the first foor, the house's
flooring is teak-stalned oak, while the kitchen Aooe
features [talian ceramic tiles.

Alsa located on the fiest Aooe are a guest
bedroorm and bathrogm, mudeoom, and master
bedroom, which has its own fireplace, bathroom,
and glass-door secess to an outdoor shower and
Jaruzzi on a small deck. (The shower is enclosed
in & stall, and a short wooden wall provides privacy
for the Jacuzzi)

Upstairs is dedicated to the Lobels® childeen,
who are now teenagers, and includes a hallway
office nook with computer; a full bathroom; two
bedrooms; and a lounge ares including & couch,
television, and card table. The kids' bedrooms and
lounge poorm feature cut-out windows overlaoking
thee living powrn beloar

“We have a similar setup in the city, where the
kids have their own bedrooms and bathrooms
and lounge area” Lobel explains, “They can be
separzbed when they want to be, and join us when
we're lucky encugh to have them.”
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The house is tucked cozily bebween & blestone
ridge and & smattering of trees, but it= amplitude
af windows emits plenty of natursl light.
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Cipen staircases keap the
house feeling open and airy.
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