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Plan

A new Houston
home shows off
effortless elegance
that will improve
with age.

Ginger Barber
Wendy Grossman

Janet Lenzen
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Roberta Stanwood was walking her dog
when she noriced a lot for sale just three
doors down from her brick home in Hous-
ton’s West University area (an upscale
neighborhood located near Rice Univer-
sity). For years, the speech pathologist had
cut out pictures in the newspaper of homes
built by South Hampton Builders—she
loved their work. She saw it was their sign
on the empty lot and called, but when she
looked at the home’s design, she couldn’t
see herself in it. Nor, she thought, did she
need a new house.

But then she started running into the
builder everywhere she went, from the gro-
cery store to the post office. After three
months of run-ins, she took a second look
at the plans. She envisioned a few minor
changes—the addition of a spiral wrought-
iron staircase leading from the master bed-
room to the pool and a stairway from the
second floor to the attic exercise room—
and the home began to feel like hers.

Construction on the Mediterranean-
style home began as soon as Stanwood’s
21-year-old daughter left to start college
at Ole Miss. She moved in July 2005.
From the project’s beginning, achieving a
personal sense of style was the goal. As a
single woman, she could design the home
to be all her own, but the Country French-
style relics from her previous home seemed
impossible to integrate.
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made of reclaimed roof tiles from |1:_}iyh “I'm a real

proponent of neuiral interiors,” says G

crecm -Ti“m')ugk;iml her client's Houston home

room'’s radius corners have no kim or crown .'!!'J‘d'

ing, allowing for one color throl
Left: A curved sea grass-covered staircase leads
io the second floor. The foyer has an open loggia
feel to include the patio and pool areas that are

visually a part of the entry

-:'JH\ ng ro

Right: An anfique blue cabinet in th

influenced colors throughout the house. Th

ing table is topped in Texas limestone. Above
ta

lier made of iron and cry
i
f

» | i
le, Barber added an jant anfique ¢

. "We needec

simple formality above the table to contrast with

the primitive painted cupboard,” Barber says







7

e

January/February 200

,.

Texas Home & living *

36




Stanwood called interior designer Ginger
Barber, who had designed her last home. “I
asked Ginger, ‘Will my furniture go?””

Barber knew rhe existing furniture was
adaptable. “We did make some changes
to some of the pieces,” she says, “but by
buying the pieces we did, the quality was
there. By buying right, clients are able to

easily transition into a new home.”
Barber says that the dining room'’s
large antique painted cupboard drove the

touches of blue throughout the house. She
added blue slipcovers to the dining room
chairs, and stained the pine chairs a dark
chocolate. The addition of deep-brown
antiqued beams anchored the room’s rus-
ric, Tuscan feeling.

A corner cabinet holds the brown-and-

white Transferware Stanwood began col-
lecting eight years ago. Barber drew browns
from the teapot and plates for use in fur-
nishings throughout the house.

Barber’s signature style is calm, neutral

colors. She doesn’t like it when rooms
are over-decorated, and she emphasizes
the difference between interior design
and decorating. “Less is more,” she says.
“I love mixing collections of painted
furniture, stone fragments, old wood,
woven baskets; all of those nacural ele- .
ments create calm without adding too J
much flash and ornament. It’s easy to 3 MARGAF
live with and it doesn’t look ‘decorated’ e

In the true sense, it just looks lived in.
It is driven by clients’ decisions—I want
them to love everything we bhuy. It’s very
important to me that the client love the
process and love the home.”

For Stanwood, “We did everything we
could to make the home look like it wasn’t

3

new,” Barber says. She achieved the trans-

formation by integrating natural materials
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The living room leads to an outdoor summer kitchen made from anfique, oclagonal terra cotta. Orange and

lemon trees, pomegranates, bougainvillea and rosemary surround a small lop pool. Large anlique olive
containers were imported from France. Antique doars lead from the pool fo the garage.
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throughout the residence. The ground-
level floors, stretching from the entrance,
through the kitchen and living room,
outside and around the pool, are limestone
imported from Israel. The designer says
limestone will stay cool in hot Houston
summers, plus, the material looks better
with age—unlike wood. The stone also
provides a neutral backdrop for the firse-
floor living areas.

In the kitchen, Barber blended reclaimed
materials with high-tech appliances. “I'm
a kitchen person,” says Stanwood, who
spends much of her free time baking. HHer
favorite part of the new kitchen is the 300-
year-old Italian tile backsplash behind the
Viking range.

“The wonderful finds drive our ideas,”
Barber says. “The amount of tile drove
the design decision.” Thought Barber only
found a few picces of the antique tiles
Roberta’s fondness for them made the
designer find a use for them in the backs-
plash. “It’s far more special than having a
lot of it. It’s really art,” says Barber.

The kitchen island, with a small, circu-
lar vegetable sink is topped with 18th-cen-
tury reclaimed stone floors imported from
the Bars de Beaucaire region of France.

“A Tot of people are doing this Tuscany
theme—a lot of people do it—but they
don’t do the real thing,” Barber says. After
waiting months for many of the home’s
materials and furnishings to arrive from
overseas, “Roberta’s got the real thing,”
assures the designer.

Another key design decision was the
elimination of a formal living room—
Stanwood says that her living room at her
last home, while very pretty, was only used
at holiday parties or while she was waiting
for a friend to pick her up.

Barber emphasizes that the home
doesn’t make “you feel like you can’t touch
anything—it’s very lived-in and relaxed,”
she says. “All she does is add roses and
candlelight and you could be black tie.”

Stanwood says she now spends time
taking away objects instead of adding
more to her home. “I like that it’s not a
cluttered house,” she says. “Life is clut-
tered enough.” THeL
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