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THE BEST IN COASTAL ARCIITECTURE & INTERIOR DESIGN

A LIGHT TOUCH

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT ED HOLLANDER INJECTS
HUMOR AND INSIGHT INTO PEOPLE AND PROJECTS.

BY J, MICHAEL WELTON
_w_ -, FHOTOSRAPHS BY CHARLES MAYER
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Ed Hollander is a landscape architect blessed
with the wit of a standup comic.

Ask him where he finds the inspiration
for his larger-than-life designs, and he
doesn't miss a beat with his wise-guy, what-
kind-of-question-is-that reply:

“The New York Yankees?™ he quips.

That's why clients love working with him
and architects can't wait to collaborate with
him, “He’s smart and funny, with common
sense,” savs Tom Kligerman, partner in Ike
Klizgerman Barkley in New York. “And he
tells it like it is.”

*He's gol a greal combination of enjoying
what he does with a sense of humor,™ says
Marc Turkel, owner of Leroy Street Studio in
Mew York, “He's very canny and an expert in
terms of knowledge and sensibilities.”

“He’s really down to earth and

collaborative and speaks his mind,” says easy, and fun.* did one with Robert Stern and interior de-
Blaze Makoid, founder of Blaze Makoid Kligerman, Turkel, and Makoid are just signer Albert Hadley out in Quogue,” Hol-
Architecture in Bridgehampton. “He's very three of the architects whove worked with lander says. “Stern and Hadley were locked
comfortable with where he is in life, and Haollander in the Hamptons over the vears. in mortal combat—=5Stern said to Hadley
that makes working with him more relaxed, His first project there was back in 1991. “We once: ‘Don't you have any pillows and ash-

OCEARHOMEMAGL COM



AFR
&
MaY
wmy

26

shelter

B ARCINTECTURE

frays to arrange inside?® ™

But the project was featured in the New
York Times Magazine, and Hollander's career
took off. He now estimates his firm has
wotked on close to 500 projects on Long Is-
land. Along the way, he's created some of the
most site-sensitive, humanistic landscape
designs out there.

“We tend to get pretty sophisticated cli-
ents and good architects,” Hollander says.
“And it's a magical interface between the
land and the ocean. There's the diffused light
and the smell of the sea.”

BACKGROUMD

Hollander was an undergraduate at Vassar in
the late 1970s (*] 2ot into botany because
#irls were interested when I'd bring ina
plant,” he says); then he studied landscape
architecture at the University of Pennsylva-
niat, graduating in 1983, “That™s where the
landscape kind of bloomed for me, 1 was the
worst student at Vassar, but [ was top of my
class at Penn,” he says.

He learned from world-class instructors,
including lan McHarg, who founded the de-
partment and who Hollander calls “an apos-
tle for the planner.” Also teaching were Lau-
rie Olin and Ed Bye. Olin would later revital-
ize the grounds at the Washington Monu-
ment and develop landscapes for the J. Paul
Getty Musewm in Los Angeles and the Barnes
Foundation in Philadelphia.

Alter graduation, Hollander taught, first
at Penn and later at City College in New York,
He was offered the visionary Westway project
in Mew York, an ambitious plan to plunge
the West Side Highway underground and
cover it with a huge urban park. Alas, it
would have threatened the spawning
grounds for striped bass. “That got it
canned,”™ he says. “It was my last public
agency project.”

DESIGN INTENT

He still thinks big, though, on a number of
levels at once. “It took us a while to under-
stand what our design process was, but there
are three factors," he says.

First is the site's natural ecology, whether
in the woods or along the ocean, and factors
like sun and wind. Second is the architec-
tural ecology, “We aren’t modernists or tracdi-
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tionalists,” Hollander says. “We'll do tradi-
tional with [Robert] Stern and modernism
with Steven Holl.” The third factor is people.
Since every client is different, Hollander takes
the human ecology into consideration,

CASE [N POINT
For the Leftourt residence in the Hamplons,
Hollander created a landscape design tai-
lared around a modern house for a voung
family, with a series of living spaces sel info
the dunes. A shaded area with an outdoor
kitchen hosts alfresco dining. Basically, the
family lives in the natural environment.
“The wood decking is not fussy or high-
maintenance, and all the plantings are of-
ganic, with no chemicals, no spraving,” he
says. “It's a kid-friendly and pet-friendly
landscape on three quarters of an acre, 5o it's
not unmanageahle.”
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He paid particular attention to the chil-
dren’s access to the pool area, designing it to
be fully contained so voung toddlers can't
get mear. “Glass rails make it safe without
obstructing views of the ocean,” he says.
“There's a small patch where the kids can
throw the ball, with grasses that have adapt-
ed to growing along the ocean.™

COMMITMENT

Hollanders not just interested in landscape
design. One of his endeavors is the Institute
of Classical Architecture and Art in Mew
York. That's where Peter Pennover, princi-
pal of Feter Pennoyer Architects, met him
20 Years ago.

“It’s the most prominent organization in
the country that promotes and teaches the
classical tradition in architecture,® Pennoyer
says, “It brings together architects, land-
scape architects, and artists—people who

FOR MORE IMFORMATION, VISIT hollanderdasign.com
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For the Lefoourt
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here, Hollandor
made the pool

aroa safe withou
abstracting the views
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But his impoct on the
Hamplans will alweys
be much bigger than
& sangle project.

care about history. [Hollander's] not a clas-
sicist, but he's very interested in history.”

There's also the annual Artists & Writers
Softball Game in the Hamptons, where Ma-
koid was introduced to Hollander eight vears
ago. “That®s his passion. It's a charity event
played every August, and he helps organize
it. He plays with reckless abandon.”

As for his legacy, Hollander will leave be-
hind an enormous body of sophisticated
work plus three books about his designs.
“He's reshaped the American landscape and
redefined the landscape for Eastern Long 1s-
land,” Kligerman says.

Best of all, he did it with a smile on his
face. +



	Cover
	1,2
	3
	4
	5
	6

