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TRUTH IN DECORATING

THE TOP 10 BEDSIDE TABLES

Rest assured

designers Shawn Henderson and Marie Turner Carson have

taken the measure of these nighttime essentials that are crucial for any bedroom

Inl8th-century France, the latest bedroom acces-
sary, the chamber pot, prompied the invention of a
new piece of furniture, Early bedside tables—some
with legs siyled after classical columns—kept the
veéssels from view by way of a hidden cabinet.
Today, nightstands fulfill a different purpose, but
one no less important, providing a place fora lamp,
reading material, and more.

For designer Shawn Henderson, a drawer or shelf

15 a plus. "The more storage, the betier,” he says.

Another key element 15 size: His rule of thumb s to
have the nighistand no more than two inches taller
than the mattress. If using a mixed set, he says,
make sure the heights are consistent. “It's impor-
tant for lamps to sit at the same level.”

Decorator Marie Turner Carson uses both table
lamps and wall-mounted ones, which can offer bet-
ter reading light and free up space for books, flow-
ers, and other objects. "Accessorizing,” she says,

Fe

“makes the bedroom feel Anished.” L
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ITRUTH IN DECORATING

v / ENFIELD NIGHT TABLEBY SHAKER WORKSHOPS

Based on a 19th-century design developed by a community of Mew Hampshire
Shakers, this maple nightstand can be dressed up of down, Carson points out
“"Palnted, it can add a pop of color,” she says, wihille a stain shows off the W oo
grain. “The |legs taper ever so gracefully,” she adds Henderson also |ikes the slen-
der proportions. “You can stack books underneath,” he says. “It's perfect fora
COUREFY MOUSE OF & BUESE rOom.” Various paint cokors, inclucing soddies Blue, shawn,

iV MARSEILLES NIGHT-
STAND BY RESTORATION
HARDWARE

Covered In a distressed white
butfalo leather and accented
with brass nadlheads, this night-
stand is kKeal lora nstic lodge,
says Henderson, “The finish
will Take on an inferestiing patk-
nawith apge" he adds. Carson
describes it a5 contemporany-
meets-vintage and Likes its
“edgy, Westem feel " IU's prac-
Heal loo: The drawer provides
storage. while the open cubby
oflers a place WO display albas-
kel or books. 27%w. 2 18%d.x
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7 LOUIS SIDE TABLE BY
JOHN REEVES FROM ABC
CARPET & HOME
Henderson s a fan of this
split-personality table: tumed-
wiood leps on the inside. right
angles outside. “It has a Holl-
wiood Regency feel=| magine
Inim A teenage girl's moOm,” Re
adds Carson s alan of the
glossy black lacguer and seam-
less design, which includes

a hidden drawer, “This s far
somenns whotakesrisks, " she
SAYS A swhile vershon i5 also of-
fered 14" w. x157d. x 22" h.;
%348: abchoma.com

& [ LOFT SIDE TABLE
BY CHADHAUS

Handmade from solid poplar,
this nightstand is propor-
tiored For a o bed, says Car-
son. CHing its “relaxed, Jen
feel,” she pictures it im a white,
mininalist room. “The design

is simple, 50 il's all about

the natural wood grain." Hen
derson praises the first-rate
craftsmanship and wihite-
washed finish. Despite its pa-
tite size, he adds, “thizshaza
plce weight to it." The table
can be ardered inarange of
otherwoods. 16"w.x16"d. x
18" h.; 51, 200; chadhaus com

It} /| RIGOLETTO TABLE
BY ROSE TARLOW
MELROSE HOUSE

“This looks Hlke an antigue.”
Carson says ol this walmiut
table (available lo the trade]
“The designer has pald at-
tentlon to abl the detalls.” she
adds, ponting out the deaw-
er, pullout shelf, and turned
legs, She wolld use Just ore
bes|de abed: "As a stand-
dlone plece, it seems ke
frdre of 4 ind.” Hemnderson
seconds her praise, saying
simply, “This is incredibly
porgeous.” 24" dia. x 28 h.;
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